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Preamble 

- Genesis 

- Radical vs. incremental 

- Pitch: we can do better 
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The (Big) Obstacle 

The belief that a healthier 
environment is only possible 
with an economic sacrifice 
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-  Real costs from enviro damage? 

- Fish, fur, wheat and lumber? 

- Short run vs. long run? 

 

 

Really? 
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A Policy Solution 

- Re-engineer our fiscal structures 

- We know they matter: incentives 

- How have they evolved? 
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Ecofiscal Policy 101 

Part 1:  Price pollution 

 less pollution 

       more innovation 
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Ecofiscal Policy 101 

Part 2:  “Recycle” revenues 

  -  Reduce CIT or PIT 

  -  Invest in R&D or innovation 

  -  Protect low-income households 
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International Examples 

- Water pricing in Singapore 

- Road pricing in London, UK 

- Waste pricing in UK 

- Carbon pricing in Denmark 
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For Canada? 
- Water access in Southern Alberta + 

- Traffic congestion in YVR, YYC, YYZ, YUL 

- Residential garbage in most places 

- Carbon pricing in every province 

- +++ 
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3 Tough Issues 

- Low-income families 

- Competitiveness and leakage 

- Interprovincial $$ transfers 
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The Commission 
- 12 economists; independent 

- 14-16 advisors; “trans-partisan” 

- 5-6 year horizon; 15-18 reports 

- National in scope; regional in details 
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Ecofiscal Commissioners 



Ecofiscal Advisory Board 
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Future Reports On Carbon Pricing 
Key Issues to Address: 

 
1. What policy instruments can be used to price carbon?  
2. What is meant by policy stringency?  
3. What emissions are covered by policy?  
4. How is revenue recycled back to the economy?  
5. How can competitiveness risks be best managed? 
6. How best to deal with vulnerable households?  
 



www.ecofiscal.ca 


