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 Provide better employment and earnings potential  

 

 Foundational for on-the-job performance  

 

 Facilitate the application of skills 

 

 Enhance productivity  

 

 

Importance of Higher Literacy and Numeracy Skills 
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Introduction  



Assessing the Skills Gaps  
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Assessing the Skills Gaps: Education  
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Assessing the Skills Gaps: Education  
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Assessing the Skills Gaps: Region 
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Assessing the Skills Gaps: Age  

7 



8 

 What is to blame?  
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 Labour Market Outcomes  

Distribution of Indigenous and Non-Indigenous Sub-Groups by Employment Status 
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 Labour Market Outcomes  

Distribution of Employed Indigenous and Non-Indigenous by Occupation (percent) 
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Main Findings 

Conclusion 

 Skills gaps between off-reserve Indigenous people – First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit – and non-Indigenous Canadians are wide among those without a high-

school education – a gap compounded by relatively high dropout rates among 

Indigenous youth. 

 Skills gaps are largest in northern communities, the western provinces and in 

Ontario. 

 Importantly, the gap in literacy scores between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

population shrinks with more education, but both First Nations and Inuit 

experience large skills gap at any education level. 

 differences in education levels and the characteristics of the home environment 

explain the largest share of this gap. 

 But, the PIAAC data only allows us to evaluate foundational skills among 

adults and how well these skills translate into labour market success. 
 



To ensure a prosperous future for Indigenous people 

 

 The focus of policymakers should be on developing skills during primary 

and secondary education.  

 

 How? Collecting more data that track the performance of Indigenous 

students to better understand the causes for differences in student 

outcomes  

 Provincial student assessments 

 International Student assessment (PISA) 
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Recommendations 



Thank you! 


